
Contents

1	 Introduction	 1
Social work reports in child care cases	 1

Legislation and abbreviations	 2

Principles which apply in different cases	 3

Types of adoption	 4

Types of adoption agencies	 5

Curators and reporting officers	 5

2	 Types of courts and applications	 6
Courts	 6

Applications	 7

3	 Getting started – a range of issues	 8
Points to bear in mind when starting a report	 8

Ensuring accuracy	 9

More than one child	 10

What information do you need?	 10

How much detail?	 11

How many enquiries should be made?	 11

How much tracing must be done?	 11

4	 Parental responsibilities and rights (PRRs)	 13
Who automatically has PRRs for a child?	 13

How can a child’s genetic father acquire PRRs?	 14

Position of parents with PRRs in child care cases	 14

Position of fathers with no PRRs in child care cases	 15

Contacting fathers with no PRRs	 16

Tracing parents whose whereabouts are unknown	 16

5	 Disclosure issues	 17
Disclosure Scotland and what checks it provides	 17

GPG Getting it Right to page.indd   3 05/11/2013   12:33



Specific checks available for those covered in court reports	 18

Some other issues	 19

Finally…	 20

6	 Legal and practice requirements for reports in PO and POA 
applications	 21
Applications for permanence orders, POs and POAs	 21

Amendments of POs	 22

Variations of POs and POAs	 23

Revocations of POs and POAs	 24

Summary	 25

7	 Content and layout of reports in PO and POA applications	 26
First page of the report	 27

Second and subsequent pages	 28

8	 Legal and practice requirements for domestic adoptions in 
Scotland	 37
2007 Act, s.17 – reports in agency adoptions	 37

2007 Act, ss.18 and 19 – notifications and reports for non-agency 
adoptions	 39

Information in non-agency adoption and s.59 application reports	 40

Court rules for all adoption applications	 41

Summary	 42

9	 Legal requirements in foreign adoptions	 43
1. Intercountry adoptions	 43

2. �Arrangements for Scottish children to be adopted overseas	 46

Summary	 47

10	 Content and layout of reports in adoption and s.59  
applications	 48
First page of the report	 49

Second and subsequent pages	 49

11	 Legal requirements for reports when Scottish children are 
placed in England, Wales and Northern Ireland	 62
Adoptions in England and Wales	 63

Adoptions in Northern Ireland	 64

SGOs in England and Wales	 65

Summary	 66

GPG Getting it Right to page.indd   4 05/11/2013   12:33



12	 Private law cases: what the law says and content and layout 
of reports	 67
Matrimonial Proceedings (Children) Act 1958	 67

Court rules: sheriff court	 68

Court rules: Court of Session	 68

Content and layout of reports, and information needed	 68

Timescales	 71

13	 What happens next, including access to and retention of 
reports?	 72
What happens to the report?	 72

All POs, POAs, adoptions and s.59 applications: sheriff court cases	 72

All POs, POAs, adoptions and s.59 applications: Court of Session 
cases	 73

Private law cases	 73

Who sees reports at the time of preparation?	 74

Will I be interviewed/have to give evidence?	 74

Subsequent changes in circumstances	 74

Retention of and access to reports after applications completed	 75

14	 Summary and further reading	 78
Further reading	 79

Court rules online	 80

Legislation online	 80

Appendix I 
Adoption and Children (Scotland) Act 2007  
Sections 14, 75, 76 and 105	 81

Appendix II 
Court rules in private law cases	 85

Appendix III 
Miscellaneous Provisions	 88

GPG Getting it Right to page.indd   5 05/11/2013   12:33




